“The Calvary Corner”
September 2, 2020

The Ramblings of Pastor Reppa
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Rom.
15:13
I begin with some true confession; I think the last month or so I have been in what might be
called by some – a funk. I realized that I was not taking care of myself and I was not staying as close
to the Lord as I usually do.
The Covid-19 has done more damage to our society than the physical health and death issues.
This virus has caused many not only to isolate but to hibernate. Meaning to stop doing or being
active in any productive way.
The other day I was praying about Calvary, about being tired and about the question, “Where
from here, Lord?” You know if you LISTEN – there is an answer. Christ made it noticeably clear that
I was to start my ‘normal’ contact with HIM, journal, meditation, and devotions. Within a few days
the world looks pleasingly different.
The passage from Romans is talking about the Gentiles. That is us, Calvary, anyone not
Jewish. HOPE, JOY, PEACE – we have so much going for us here at Calvary. I think we forget that,
or it has been drown in the concerns of the virus and being safe in getting together and maintaining
a worshipping family congregation.
Take a moment to realize that WE are a beautiful, diverse congregation. WE have a huge,
beautiful (yes – old) building to use and to share. WE have a strong ministry in the Emergency Food
Pantry Ministry that is helping hundreds each month. WE have people of great faith and great gifts
and talents. WE have a ministry on Facebook that reaches beyond RI and beyond the USA.
WE have a Servant Leader Team who is working on contacting each person that is listed in
our directory. Of course, you can contact them and encourage them for all the work they have
continued to do throughout these months of Covid-19. They never stopped serving you and the Lord.
Plus, they would love to hear your suggestions and concerns – so contact them. We may not be
able to hug each other but we will never stop caring, contacting, and loving each other. Thank God
for phone, post office workers, zoom, text, etc. Lots of ways to stay in touch.
Let us start a new (for some of us) or continue the spiritual journey of praise, worship,
outreach, and HOPE, JOY, PEACE – through the power of the HOLY SPIRIT. Sometimes we just
need a jump start – connect with the GREATEST POWER OF THE WORLD – our Savior Jesus the
Christ.
Blessings, Pastor Reppa
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Prayer Requests
Prayers needed and would you consider getting tested to offer a kidney to our sister Elaine Knott. Her letter is
attached with this email.
Keep in prayer our organist Dorothy Yoreo and her daughter in prayer. Susan is still seeking a lung transplant
but her BMI as dropped below the acceptable limit.
A Pastoral Prayer is lifted up each Sunday morning with the needs of all rather than specific requests
being shared by individuals during the worship service. This helps keep each other safe by not needing to
remove our masks or sharing slips of paper. Prayer request papers are available at the door when entering the
Sanctuary along with the Order of Worship papers. Completed requests should be placed in one basket as
people leave worship. Rev. Reppa or Rev. Dan will review the requests and, when appropriate, the requests
will be published in the "Calvary Corner."
If you are unable to attend or prefer to continue to watch the service from home, we welcome you to view the
Facebook message. We are not sure at this time when it will be done, but check in at 10:00 a.m. or you can
watch this any time after noon on https://www.facebook.com/revreppa/live. Pastor Reppa sends a link to the
FB once it is finished to everyone’s email address that she has. If you do not get the invite, please let Pastor
Reppa or Martha in the office know.

SLT will be meeting tonight to discuss our agreement with the Refugee Dream Center.
7 pm with Zoom
This Sunday, September 6th is Communion Sunday and we will be observing the Lord’s Supper with
individually packaged elements for the safety of all.
The Calvary Pastoral Search Team will be meeting on Thursday, September 10th at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom.
Thank you to Gabby Kpawoe for taking the initiative to live stream the worship service on
Sunday. There are a couple of changes that need to be made but THANK YOU GABBY for
attempting something new.
A big thanks to the OPENING TEAM. They are doing a great job and are maintaining the
guidelines to keep all of us safe so we may still gather and worship together. Keep up the
good work. Also a big thanks to Rev. Erica Traub and Rachel Bloe for providing music
for our worship services.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS DURING SEPTEMBER ~
Yearly Gayetay (03)
Rachel Mesyna (12)
Trobel Bloe, Sr. (15)
Famatta White (16)
Veronica Akpan (18)
Martha Buxton (19)
Brandy Derogene (24)

Do you or someone you know have an upcoming birthday and/or anniversary to share? Please mail,
call or email the information. Thanks!
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Donations of canned goods and non-perishable food items are always needed and
welcomed! Volunteers are greatly appreciated. Please be at the church at 9:30 a.m. and
remember to wear your mask and gloves. We will continue to observe the social
distancing requirements. Our next distribution will be on Saturday, September 19th.

Scenes from our last distribution on August 15th

Setting up all the bags . . . .

Neighbors waiting patiently

SERVANT LEADER TEAM SHEPHERD GROUPS CONTACTS:
A, B, C & H ~ Rick Robison (419-8070), Martha Robison (952-5559)
D, E, F ~ Carol Hall-Walker (263-5313)
G ~ Erica Traub (454-9715)
I, J, K, L ~ Gabby Kpawoe (663-5933)
M, N ~ Archibald Yaidoo (585-1869)
R, S ~ Wendy Fox (263-2312 )
T, U, V, W ~ Rachel Bloe (230-6299)
O, P, Q, X, Y, Z ~ Betty Cady (527-6278)

PASTORS’ INFORMATION: The Pastors' numbers and mail address are: Rev. Dr. Reppa M. Cottrell
(Rev. Reppa) and Rev. Dr. Daniel W. Cottrell (Rev. Dan), our Transitional pastors. Their Home phone:
(401) 647-0042. Rev. Reppa’s cell (she does text): (401) 529-6607 Email: revreppa@verizon.net Rev.
Reppa & Rev. Dan are making themselves available as much as possible, but please remember they are
part-time.
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CHURCH OFFICE ~ Our Administrative Assistant, Martha Buxton is in the church office Monday
through Friday from 9:15 a.m. ~ 1:15 p.m. Please be advised that the doors from the parking lot will now
remain locked. Please call the church (461-7507) to gain access. You are asked to please wear a face
covering and continue to observe physical distancing.
Please note: Martha will be taking Friday’s off during September as her vacation week.

We will be closed on Monday, September 7th in observance of Labor Day.

Question:

What is the metal part of a pencil that holds the eraser called?

Choices:

a) Ferrule

b) Tipper

c) Fibber

d) Collywobble

Answer: a) Ferrule. The ferrule is a vital component of a modern pencil. It was originally made with brass
which had the appropriate strength to hold the pencil with its eraser. Metal shortages during World War II, saw
ferrules made from plastic and cardboard. It wasn’t until 1964, that J.B. Ostrowski patented the aluminum
ferrule. He designed it to have two horizontal bands and lots of vertical ridges to keep the soft aluminum from
disfiguring. His exact ferrule design is still used today.

~ Have a blessed rest of your week!
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