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HOLY WEEK
This year Holy Week is April 14th-18th. We will be participating in the upcoming
Holy Week Service with the Minister’s Alliance Monday, April 14, 2014-Wednesday, April
16th 7 p.m. nightly with the Minister’s Alliance at Westside Tabernacle, 134 Bridgham Street,
Providence. We will host our annual Maundy Thursday Service with Communion Thursday,
April 17th at Calvary. On Good Friday, April 18th we will take part in the Seven Last Word
Service with the Minister’s Alliance at Westside Tabernacle. Please join us for Resurrection
Sunday, April 20th. There will be special music at both the Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m.
and our regular worship at 10:00 a.m. Bring the entire family all week to celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

________________________________
SUCCESSFUL VISIT
We celebrated our Providence College guests on Sunday, January 26, 2014 during an International
luncheon. Asian, African, Caribbean, and Hispanic dishes highlighted our rich diversity. Our guests stated how
much they enjoyed their visit. We pray they come again. Calvary members thank you for assisting us to make
our guests feel at home (Note: Pictures from this event can been seen on our Facebook pages).

________________________________
MUSIC WORKSHOP AND CONCERT
On Saturday, April 5th there will be a Music Workshop and Concert
followed by special music on Sunday, April 6th by the Gratitude Steel Band of
Michigan. More details to follow.

________________________________
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Congregational Meeting of Calvary Baptist Church will be held on Sunday, May 18, 2014
immediately following the worship experience. All members are encouraged to be in attendance. A Pot-Luck
Luncheon will follow the meeting in the Dining Hall. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board
outside the church office.
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From the Pastor to You

Hello Calvary Family! Coming out of a very snow filled winter, we look forward to experiencing much
nicer weather in the upcoming Spring. Until it comes many people experience the “winter blahs” and feel less
empowered during that time. While I can understand how the winter weather can be a challenge, it makes the
Spring that much sweeter. Storms and poor weather have always been a part of nature and will not stop because
we have arrived.
Psalm 34 gives us several examples of how to properly process life’s unpredictability. We often dine on
bitterness because our lives have not turned out according to our plans. So, we seek out counterfeit cures, sad
substitutes, and pitiful pulchritude to make us feel whole. But Psalm 34:8-10 tells us, “O taste and see that the
Lord is good.” There is nothing lacking in God. When we seek to see our storms through the eyes of Jesus, we
will not see the symptoms on the surface of the storm but cut through the sleepless nights and lonely days to call
out the peace of our Spring time (Mark 4: 38-41). I pray that you have been rejuvenating during the winter to
now face your Spring with a new vitality in God.
Pastor Jabulani McCalister,
Senior Pastor

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
God is using Calvary Baptist Church to transform this community and the world, one family at a time.
Therefore, it’s imperative that every Disciple of Jesus Christ at Calvary participate in these ministry opportunities. Some of the areas where you can make an impact and serve God are:
1) Technical Arts Ministry
a. Calvary Call needs, Writers, Reporters, Editors, Lay-out experts, photographers and compilers.
b. The Web-site and Facebook pages needs technologically savvy persons to assist with the daily
updates and new trends in web-design
c. TV Ministry
d. Audio/Visual needs (i.e. CD and DVD ministry)
2) Prayer Ministry
a. Prayer on-site
1. Wednesday Night before Bible Study (6:30-7:15 p.m.).
2. Thursday at 12 Noon
3. Create new prayer cells in-home and on-site, so Calvary is praying 24/7
3) Event Planners to assist with Family Movie Nights and other outings, fellowships and events
4) Music Ministry: Musicians, Praise Team, Gospel, Adult, Youth, Children's, Men's, and Hand-bell Choirs
to help lead worship.
5) Social Ministry (i.e. serving and donating food during fellowship after church and special events).
6) Ministry of Caring: Visiting Homebound Members and Serving Communion to Homebound Members.
7)Worship Ministry: Ushers, Greeters, Scripture Readers, etc.
8) Bible Study and Sunday School teachers.
9) Buildings and Ground Ministry helping to make sure God's house is in excellent working order.
_______________________________________________

FROM THE MODERATOR
Every Little Bit Counts.
We had a very successful luncheon in January, hosting visitors from Providence College.
Success in this case was a matter of so many of you stepping up to help out with set-up,
cooking, serving, clean-up, etc. Even simply having so many people attend helped, by showing
the strength of the congregation. That's right: Many of you contributed simply by showing up!
Most of my job as Moderator involves relying on others to get things done, often doing what they've done
since before I joined Calvary. Aside from what I'll call 'ceremonial duties', I pitch in where I can. For the luncheon, it was obviously important for people to contribute food. Some not so-obvious contributions included
setting up all the tables and chairs, cutting and placing table-cloths, making and placing centerpieces; setting up
all the serving racks, including buying, opening, and lighting cans of Sterno; filling the two dozen heating trays
with water, serving the food, etc., etc., etc.
The point is, so much of what we do in the church involves little jobs, small tasks that can be completed in a
matter of minutes. Suffice it to say, those minutes add up. So please make time to pitch in. Every little bit
counts.
~ David Dromsky, Moderator
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Stewardship of Money and Possessions Tithing and Beyond in 2014
Dear Calvary – These three faces of stewardship help to remind us of God’s love, expectation and
faith in us as His people. Please pray that we will honor these three steps as faithful stewards of
Jesus Christ.

The three faces of stewardship:

FAMILY CELEBRATIONS
On January 20, 2014 The Warwick Beacon quoted an excerpt from our Pastor’s “Statement of Purpose”
speech during the Minister’s Alliance Martin Luther King Scholarship Breakfast. Congratulations Pastor on a job
well done.

________________________________
CALVARY SPELLING BEE TEAM MAKES FOURTH ROUND

Ordinary Stewardship is the regular practice of returning to God a portion of all that God has given
us. It involves teaching ourselves how to create a life built upon the notion that all that we have is
a gift from God. This includes teaching the holy habits of keeping Sabbath and tithing and the
concept that giving regularly of our time, talent, and money to God's work on this earth is as much
a spiritual practice as prayer and worship.
Extraordinary Stewardship involves the special occasions that arise in the life of Christian
communities that call us to give beyond our ordinary habit. They involve increased risk and
encourage us to experiment with sacrificial giving in order to help the community realize an
especially important goal. The best example of extraordinary stewardship is the capital campaign.
Legacy Stewardship is the way in which we address the matter of disposing of the accumulations of
our lifetime. Who will use your stuff, when you no longer need it? It is the opportunity to leave a
planned gift that constitutes both a legacy to generations yet unborn and a final witness to those
whom we hold most dear.
From The Alleluia Fund, A Guide for Dioceses and Congregations, published by the Office of Stewardship, Episcopal
Church Center, 2002 (see www.episcopalchurch.org/stewardship.htm)

On Saturday, February 1, 2014 at Calvary South Providence Neighborhood Ministries (SPNM) held its
7th Annual Spelling Bee. Our team consisted of three members (Our Pastor, Mrs. Linda Gaulin, Mrs. Martha
Robison). Congressman David Cicilline and Rev. Lyn Baker Dooley, Head Chaplain at the University of Rhode
Island served up some very challenging words to spell. All teams performed well. We are happy to report that
Calvary Baptist Church made it to the fourth round! Great job team! The best part was that SPNM raised over
$4,000 to help needy families across Rhode Island.

________________________________
We thank God for all of our volunteers but this month we want to
especially highlight the following person who goes above and beyond what
he is asked to do:
Mr. Rick Robison, Building and Property Ministry Chair, who humbly and quietly
makes sure our whole ministry runs smoothly by keeping all Buildings and Property areas
up-to-date and managed well. Thanks Rick for making sure everything in God’s house
is decent and in order (1 Corinthians 14:40)!

________________________________

In Christian Faith and Love,
Carol Hall-Walker
Chair of Stewardship

HOMEGOINGS
In 2013 we had four Homebound Members go home to be with the Lord:

A SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 11, 2014
The children told their mother she wasn’t to lift a finger on Mother’s Day.
They were going to do all the cooking. So, they got out three pots, two frying
pans, six measuring spoons, three mixing bowls, a chopping board, eight serving
dishes - - and Mom was delighted with the results. She said it was the best Jell-O
she ever tasted!
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!

Barbara Boutilier
Madelyn Bell
Joyce Maxwell
Robert Sullivan
Barbara
Boutilier

Joyce
Maxwell

Robert
Sullivan

While we are sad to see them go, we rejoice that they lived such rich lives in service to Jesus Christ.

“The Newsletter Newsletter” Publication
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Madelyn
Bell
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY

PRAYER REQUESTS

The vision of the Women’s Group is that we may encourage women to grow spiritually “until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of
the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13)

Please keep the following in your thoughts and prayers:

The Two Primary Goals of our Women’s Ministry are:

Our Homebound Members

Bereaved members

1) To grow deeply in the Lord together as women of God.

Transportation Ministry (Many of our members and potential members desire rides to church)

2) To form friendships with women who are following the Lord—accountability partners.

Community Outreach

At our last meeting we spoke about some events and meetings that American Baptist Women’s Ministries
have going on. Their website is: www.abwministries.org.

Children, Youth and Young Adults

The next meetings of the Calvary Women's Ministry will be held on March 22nd and April 26th at 12 Noon
in the Tomlin Room. We are looking forward to fellowship and study of God’s Holy Word to help empower us
to be fully who we are in God.

Singles Ministry

Monique Abney-Dure,
Women's Ministry Leader

Married Couples Ministry

Overall Ministry of Calvary Baptist Church
Pastor and First Family
Calvary Leaders

________________________________

Conflict Resolution
More committed and qualified teachers for Bible Study/Sunday School/Bible Institute
100% Tithing Church

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY NEWS
Christopher Kamara has recently been accepted into Law School!!! Alex Toro and Idara Akpan have
been awarded scholarships for College from a former member of Calvary. Clinton Mulbah has been accepted to
Bible College. Praise the Lord!
The “Keep the Fire Alive” American Baptist Churched of Rhode Island (ABCORI) will be having their
college night outing at The Providence Rink at Bank of America City Center, 2 Kennedy Plaza on Wednesday,
March 12th from 6 - 10:00 p.m. Also, their next Mission Café at Norwood Baptist Church in Spring 2014
featuring special music, workshops and hands-on mission opportunities. See Rev. Nikita McCalister for more
details on both events.

________________________________
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
The Mayor’s Task Force on Youth Empowerment is having an interfaith youth outreach event on Sunday,
March 9, 2014 from 4 - 7 p.m. at the Providence Career and Technical School, 91 Fricker Street in Providence.
This event will be filled with games and lots of food. This is an initial “ice breaker” to get Calvary and other
youth from around RI to interact and seek peace. See the Pastor for details.
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Our Homebound Members love to hear from you! Why not give them a call
or send a card? Cards are available on the bookshelf in the church office.
June Allen
57 Taplow Street
Warwick, RI 02889
739-6208

William McCaughey
Veteran’s Home
480 Metacom Avenue
Bristol, RI 02809
253-8000 ext. 303

Eleanore Demers
294 Gorton Lke Blvd.
Warwick, RI 02886
737-5439
Louise Kirkman
West Bay Manor Apt. 1A
2783 West Shore Road
Warwick, RI 02889
921-1119
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Bertram Smith
Greenwich Farms
75 Minnesota Avenue
Warwick, RI 02888
737-7222
Marguerite Thomas
John Clark Retirement Center Apt. 104
600 Valley Road
Middletown, RI 02842
619-4710

BUILDING AND GROUNDS UPDATE
As most of you know, we have been very busy in the Building
and Grounds department lately. This flurry of activity is mainly due
to the generosity of a former member, the estate of another former
member, and the Champlin Foundation Grant that we received in
December.
The repair and restoration of the dome over the altar has been
completed. The damaged plaster was repaired, two coats of primer
paint were applied, a coat of sand textured paint was applied followed
by two coats of gold paint and finally, a sponge application of copper
colored paint was applied. In addition, we replaced all of the lights
behind the Rood Screen with energy efficient, but bright, flood
lights, creating a brilliant effect that we have not seen in a very long
time. This restoration was made possible by a $5,000 bequest from
the estate of Brenda Leach. At the very beginning of our first Capital Campaign back in 2005, our former Pastor
Reverend Linda Spoolstra had connected with Mrs. Leach and she has been quite generous towards Calvary since
then.
In the Spring, we intend to replace all of the carpeting throughout the Sanctuary, including the platform
and altar area. I know, we’ll all miss the duct taped seams and rippled and stained carpeting, but we’ll just have
to get through this together! This project was made possible by a $10,000 donation by a former member who
wishes to remain anonymous at this time.
Finally, the exterior repairs of the roof, the wooden window frames, and the masonry were begun in
January and are on hold now until the weather breaks just a little, sometime in March. These much needed
repairs are being funded by a $48,000 grant from the Champlin Foundations. Champlin has also been very
generous to Calvary since 2005 when we received an initial grant of $203,000 which enabled us to replace a
good portion of the old slate roof with new slate.
As you can see, we have many people who donate special gifts to Calvary. We in the Building and
Finance Committees will continue to apply these gifts to projects and ministries that we feel are our most
pressing needs. Our grateful thanks goes out to all those who have made these projects possible.
Sincerely,

CALVARY 2013 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
Glory be to God who is good all the time. He has blessed us with a faithful congregation and friends of
Calvary once again during 2013. Our total receipts for the year were $238,428 and total expenses were $237,093
leaving us with a surplus of $1,335. Thank you for your faithfulness and especially our prayers for our continued
ministries.
Envelopes, open collections and fellowship tithes and offerings totaled $147,063 for the year which
makes up nearly 62% of our receipts. Other receipts are from collections of rent, building use and amounts we
draw from our invested funds to help pay the operating expenses.
We have also been blessed by gifts from our far away Calvary members who have given us funding for
capital projects and college scholarships to some of our youth. We have received a $48,300 grant from the
Champlin Foundation in December for external repairs/upgrades to the masonry, roof and windows.
It is important to remember that we need our members and friends of Calvary to continue to remain
faithful so we can continue to minister to God’s people through our ministries and that of South Providence
Neighborhood Ministries who reaches over 12,000 needy people each year. In addition to our ministries,
missions, and payroll associated expenses, we use contributions to pay the many expenses associated with our
church home that totaled $89,192 in 2013. We have reduced our building mortgage from $350,000 in 2005
down to $64,000 in 2014 with your contributions. The monthly payment is $781 that we need to pay for the next
twelve years. Please remember to continue to contribute to our building fund to help pay our mortgage off once
and for all.
Exciting things are happening at Calvary in 2014 and again we want to thank you so much for being part
of our church family. Blessings to you and your family.
Sue Colantonio, Church Treasurer

_____________________________________

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY UPDATE
At this writing on February 8, we expect to receive a draft of the directory to approve from Lifetouch
towards the end of the month. It was much more labor intensive than we had anticipated but we expect the end
result to be a wonderful directory of family photographs and an updated directory of all our members. We have
also combined directories with that of Iglesia Bautista Hispana El Calvario.

Stephen Gaulin,
Building and Finance Committee Member

Families that had their photographs taken with Lifetouch will receive a complimentary directory. Others
may purchase a directory for the price of $5.00 each. We expect to receive the directories in March. Thank you
for your patience!
~ Sue Colantonio
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Instructions for a one day (12-hour Fast)
Lenten Season begins March 5, 2014,
6:00 AM-6:00 PM
Lenten Season is the time of prayer and fasting 40 days before Resurrection Sunday. Basic fasting is
abstaining from food and/or other things for a particular time in order to cleanse your body, mind, and spirit.
Through it God will help you “work out your soul salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12)” and help
you get closer to Him. Fasting is done to sacrifice something that preoccupies you in order to return your focus
towards God.
The Bible does not give specific instructions on how to fast but discusses it often (i.e. St. Matthew 17:21).
Over the years, people have developed many different types of fasts. We are participating in a 12 hour fast on
March 5, 2014 from 6 AM-6PM: Also, everyone is invited to join us in a special time of prayer from 12-1 p.m.
wherever you are all throughout the Lenten Season.
Here are some basic instructions for a 12 - hour fast:
Pray for God’s guidance as to what is the best way to fast.
Consult a physician, health practitioner, and/or someone else who has successfully fasted before
beginning any fast on your own. Perhaps choose a group of others with whom to fast and pray.
Develop a transition plan such as eating one light, well rounded meal per day prior to attempting
the one day fast (i.e. salads, raw vegetables, fruits, berries, seeds and nuts for protein)
(Marc Leduc, 2002; Burroughs).
Most practitioners recommend juice fasts over water fasts to maintain needed nutrients, calories,
and other necessary ingredients the body needs (Leduc, 2002). Use freshly squeezed juices
whenever possible.
Once you decide to fast, pray for the Lord’s strength to endure it. Then do not eat 3 hours prior to
going to bed. Next, do not eat your regular meals during the twelve-hour period. Note: Please
maintain water and juice intake during the fast from food. After 6 p.m. you may have a light snack
from the above list. After this one-day fast you may resume regular eating with smaller portions
the next day. When transitioning back to regular eating start slowly.
Longer Fasts
If you desire to continue this fasting experience during the entire Lenten Season, longer fasts require a
longer transition period back to regular eating. For further instructions regarding longer fasts, order the books
The Commonsense Guide to Fasting by Rev. Kenneth E. Hagin, Sr., The Lemonade Diet by Stanley Burroughs,
and/or Fasting for A Spiritual Breakthrough: A Guide to Nine Biblical Fasts by Rev. Dr. Elmer L. Towns.
Whatever your decision, make it a prayerful one and follow God’s leading.

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING
“Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend
the orphan, plead for the widow.” Isaiah 1:17
This year’s theme for the America for Christ Offering is “Seek Justice,” which is a biblical reminder that
Jesus’ public ministry was all about advocacy, engagement and compassion for people in need. Through the work
of American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), which is supported by the America for Christ Offering,
we can participate with our Lord in seeking justice for those in our churches and neighborhoods. Did you know
the following?
In 2011, the official poverty rate was 15 percent, with 46.2 million people in poverty (U.S.
Census Bureau).
Immigrants largely arrive through legal channels. Foreign-born people in the United States
numbered 39.9 million in 2010: 44 percent were naturalized citizens; 24 percent were legal
permanent residents; 29 percent were unauthorized migrants; and 3 percent were temporary
legal residents, such as students or temporary workers (Center for American Progress).
Approximately 6 million students in grades seven through 12 are struggling to read at grade level.
Among the highest, 70 percent of eighth graders read below the standard (Alliance for Excellent
Education).
Our mission and ministries are needed now more than ever. The America for Christ Offering 2014
supports churches, neighborhood action programs, advocacy, training and community impact by facilitating
leadership workshops and conferences, promoting discipleship resources and providing opportunities for
churches, individuals and youth groups to participate in home missions.
Special Offering Envelopes will be provided in the worship experience bulletins during the month of
March for your contributions. Together, we can change lives as we “seek justice” as followers of Jesus Christ.
~ABHMS
_________________________________
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE
There are several publications available in the church narthex which include the following:
“The Upper Room”

“The Secret Place”

“Care Notes”

We hope you find these helpful.
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Sunday’s Schedule
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Gospel Choir Rehearsal (fourth Sunday’s)
Adult Choir Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary
Worship Begins - Nursery Care is provided
Sunday School for Preschool through 12th Grade
Fellowship Time

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Sunday’s Schedule
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Wednesday Thursday

Friday
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9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
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Adult Choir Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary
Worship Begins - Nursery Care is provided
Sunday School for Preschool through 12th Grade
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1

Tuesday
1

April 2014

Wednesday Thursday
2

3

5:30 p.m.
SPNM Board
Meeting
2

3

4
5:30 p.m.
SPNM Board
Meeting

9 DAYLIGHT
SAVINGS TIME
BEGINS

5 ASH
WEDNESDAY
6 a.m. - 6 p.m.
12 hour Fasting
and Prayer
7:00 p.m.
Lenten Study:
“Why We
Believe”

6

11

12

13

7:00 p.m.
Gospel Choir
Rehearsal ~
Sanctuary

10:00 a.m.
Minister’s
Alliance Meets
6:30 p.m.
TAM Meets

6:30 p.m.
Staff Relations
Ministry Meets

Noon Prayer Group
Meets

16
Representative
from Rhode Island
Organizing
Project (RIOP)
joining us for the
worship
experience

17

18

19

23

24

30

14

7:00 p.m.
Gospel Choir
Rehearsal ~
Sanctuary

21

7

26

7:00 p.m.
Gospel Choir
Rehearsal ~
Sanctuary

27
Noon Prayer Group
Meets

31

28
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8
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9
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6:30 p.m.
TAM Meets

Gratitude Steel
Band Concert
and Workshop ~
Sanctuary

11

12

Noon Prayer Group
Meets

PALM
SUNDAY

15

16

HOLY

17 MAUNDY
THURSDAY

22

29

Minister’s Alliance worships nightly at 7:00 p.m. at
West Side Tabernacle

20
RESURRECTION
SUNDAY
6:30 a.m.
Sunrise Service in
Church
Parking Lot
10:00 a.m.

21

27

28

22

23

7:00 p.m.
Service with
Communion at
Calvary

24
Noon Prayer Group
Meets

29

18

WEEK

30

Deadline for all
Annual Reports
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5
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12 - 2:00 p.m.
Calvary Women
Meet ~ Tomlin
Room

Noon Prayer Group
Meets

25
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COMMUNION
SUNDAY
Special Music by the
Gratitude Steel Band
during the Worship
Experience

←
20 SPRING
BEGINS

4

Saturday

8

Noon Prayer Group
Meets

10

GOSPEL
SUNDAY

7

Friday
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GOOD
FRIDAY
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Alliance Seven
Last Words
Noon - 3 at
West Side
Tabernacle
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GOOD
FRIDAY

19

→
Minister’s
Alliance Seven
Last Words
Noon - 3 at
West Side
Tabernacle

25

26
12 - 2:00 p.m.
Calvary Women
Meet ~ Tomlin
Room

Sunday’s Schedule
9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
11:15 a.m.

Sun

Gospel Choir Rehearsal (fourth Sunday’s)
Adult Choir Rehearsal ~ Sanctuary
Worship Begins - Nursery Care is provided
Sunday School for Preschool through 12th Grade
Fellowship Time

Mon

Tue

Wed

May 2014
Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

Noon Prayer Group
Meets

4

5

6

7

8

6:30 p.m.
Wed. Night
Prayer Group

Noon Prayer Group
Meets

NATIONAL
DAY OF
PRAYER

9

10

16

17

23

24

30

31
12 - 2 p.m.
Calvary Women
Meet

7:15 p.m.
Bible Study

11
MOTHER’S
DAY

12

13
10:00 a.m.
Minister’s
Alliance Meets
6:30 p.m.
TAM Meets
Pastor’s
Birthday

18
Congregational
Meeting / Pot Luck following
the worship
experience

19

20

14

15

6:30 p.m.
Wed. Night
Prayer Group

Noon Prayer Group
Meets

7:15 p.m.
Bible Study

21

22

6:30 p.m.
Wed. Night
Prayer Group

Noon Prayer Group
Meets

7:15 p.m.
Bible Study

25

26
MEMORIAL
DAY
CHURCH
CLOSED

27

28
6:30 p.m.
Wed. Night
Prayer Group
7:15 p.m.
Bible Study
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29
Noon Prayer Group
Meets

Instructions for a one day (12-hour Fast)
Lenten Season begins March 5, 2014,
6:00 AM-6:00 PM
Lenten Season is the time of prayer and fasting 40 days before Resurrection Sunday. Basic fasting is
abstaining from food and/or other things for a particular time in order to cleanse your body, mind, and spirit.
Through it God will help you “work out your soul salvation with fear and trembling (Philippians 2:12)” and help
you get closer to Him. Fasting is done to sacrifice something that preoccupies you in order to return your focus
towards God.
The Bible does not give specific instructions on how to fast but discusses it often (i.e. St. Matthew 17:21).
Over the years, people have developed many different types of fasts. We are participating in a 12 hour fast on
March 5, 2014 from 6 AM-6PM: Also, everyone is invited to join us in a special time of prayer from 12-1 p.m.
wherever you are all throughout the Lenten Season.
Here are some basic instructions for a 12 - hour fast:
Pray for God’s guidance as to what is the best way to fast.
Consult a physician, health practitioner, and/or someone else who has successfully fasted before
beginning any fast on your own. Perhaps choose a group of others with whom to fast and pray.
Develop a transition plan such as eating one light, well rounded meal per day prior to attempting
the one day fast (i.e. salads, raw vegetables, fruits, berries, seeds and nuts for protein)
(Marc Leduc, 2002; Burroughs).
Most practitioners recommend juice fasts over water fasts to maintain needed nutrients, calories,
and other necessary ingredients the body needs (Leduc, 2002). Use freshly squeezed juices
whenever possible.
Once you decide to fast, pray for the Lord’s strength to endure it. Then do not eat 3 hours prior to
going to bed. Next, do not eat your regular meals during the twelve-hour period. Note: Please
maintain water and juice intake during the fast from food. After 6 p.m. you may have a light snack
from the above list. After this one-day fast you may resume regular eating with smaller portions
the next day. When transitioning back to regular eating start slowly.
Longer Fasts
If you desire to continue this fasting experience during the entire Lenten Season, longer fasts require a
longer transition period back to regular eating. For further instructions regarding longer fasts, order the books
The Commonsense Guide to Fasting by Rev. Kenneth E. Hagin, Sr., The Lemonade Diet by Stanley Burroughs,
and/or Fasting for A Spiritual Breakthrough: A Guide to Nine Biblical Fasts by Rev. Dr. Elmer L. Towns.
Whatever your decision, make it a prayerful one and follow God’s leading.

AMERICA FOR CHRIST OFFERING
“Learn to do good; seek justice, rescue the oppressed, defend
the orphan, plead for the widow.” Isaiah 1:17
This year’s theme for the America for Christ Offering is “Seek Justice,” which is a biblical reminder that
Jesus’ public ministry was all about advocacy, engagement and compassion for people in need. Through the work
of American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), which is supported by the America for Christ Offering,
we can participate with our Lord in seeking justice for those in our churches and neighborhoods. Did you know
the following?
In 2011, the official poverty rate was 15 percent, with 46.2 million people in poverty (U.S.
Census Bureau).
Immigrants largely arrive through legal channels. Foreign-born people in the United States
numbered 39.9 million in 2010: 44 percent were naturalized citizens; 24 percent were legal
permanent residents; 29 percent were unauthorized migrants; and 3 percent were temporary
legal residents, such as students or temporary workers (Center for American Progress).
Approximately 6 million students in grades seven through 12 are struggling to read at grade level.
Among the highest, 70 percent of eighth graders read below the standard (Alliance for Excellent
Education).
Our mission and ministries are needed now more than ever. The America for Christ Offering 2014
supports churches, neighborhood action programs, advocacy, training and community impact by facilitating
leadership workshops and conferences, promoting discipleship resources and providing opportunities for
churches, individuals and youth groups to participate in home missions.
Special Offering Envelopes will be provided in the worship experience bulletins during the month of
March for your contributions. Together, we can change lives as we “seek justice” as followers of Jesus Christ.
~ABHMS
_________________________________
PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE
There are several publications available in the church narthex which include the following:
“The Upper Room”

“The Secret Place”

“Care Notes”

We hope you find these helpful.
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS UPDATE
As most of you know, we have been very busy in the Building
and Grounds department lately. This flurry of activity is mainly due
to the generosity of a former member, the estate of another former
member, and the Champlin Foundation Grant that we received in
December.
The repair and restoration of the dome over the altar has been
completed. The damaged plaster was repaired, two coats of primer
paint were applied, a coat of sand textured paint was applied followed
by two coats of gold paint and finally, a sponge application of copper
colored paint was applied. In addition, we replaced all of the lights
behind the Rood Screen with energy efficient, but bright, flood
lights, creating a brilliant effect that we have not seen in a very long
time. This restoration was made possible by a $5,000 bequest from
the estate of Brenda Leach. At the very beginning of our first Capital Campaign back in 2005, our former Pastor
Reverend Linda Spoolstra had connected with Mrs. Leach and she has been quite generous towards Calvary since
then.
In the Spring, we intend to replace all of the carpeting throughout the Sanctuary, including the platform
and altar area. I know, we’ll all miss the duct taped seams and rippled and stained carpeting, but we’ll just have
to get through this together! This project was made possible by a $10,000 donation by a former member who
wishes to remain anonymous at this time.
Finally, the exterior repairs of the roof, the wooden window frames, and the masonry were begun in
January and are on hold now until the weather breaks just a little, sometime in March. These much needed
repairs are being funded by a $48,000 grant from the Champlin Foundations. Champlin has also been very
generous to Calvary since 2005 when we received an initial grant of $203,000 which enabled us to replace a
good portion of the old slate roof with new slate.
As you can see, we have many people who donate special gifts to Calvary. We in the Building and
Finance Committees will continue to apply these gifts to projects and ministries that we feel are our most
pressing needs. Our grateful thanks goes out to all those who have made these projects possible.
Sincerely,

CALVARY 2013 FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
Glory be to God who is good all the time. He has blessed us with a faithful congregation and friends of
Calvary once again during 2013. Our total receipts for the year were $238,428 and total expenses were $237,093
leaving us with a surplus of $1,335. Thank you for your faithfulness and especially our prayers for our continued
ministries.
Envelopes, open collections and fellowship tithes and offerings totaled $147,063 for the year which
makes up nearly 62% of our receipts. Other receipts are from collections of rent, building use and amounts we
draw from our invested funds to help pay the operating expenses.
We have also been blessed by gifts from our far away Calvary members who have given us funding for
capital projects and college scholarships to some of our youth. We have received a $48,300 grant from the
Champlin Foundation in December for external repairs/upgrades to the masonry, roof and windows.
It is important to remember that we need our members and friends of Calvary to continue to remain
faithful so we can continue to minister to God’s people through our ministries and that of South Providence
Neighborhood Ministries who reaches over 12,000 needy people each year. In addition to our ministries,
missions, and payroll associated expenses, we use contributions to pay the many expenses associated with our
church home that totaled $89,192 in 2013. We have reduced our building mortgage from $350,000 in 2005
down to $64,000 in 2014 with your contributions. The monthly payment is $781 that we need to pay for the next
twelve years. Please remember to continue to contribute to our building fund to help pay our mortgage off once
and for all.
Exciting things are happening at Calvary in 2014 and again we want to thank you so much for being part
of our church family. Blessings to you and your family.
Sue Colantonio, Church Treasurer

_____________________________________

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY UPDATE
At this writing on February 8, we expect to receive a draft of the directory to approve from Lifetouch
towards the end of the month. It was much more labor intensive than we had anticipated but we expect the end
result to be a wonderful directory of family photographs and an updated directory of all our members. We have
also combined directories with that of Iglesia Bautista Hispana El Calvario.

Stephen Gaulin,
Building and Finance Committee Member

Families that had their photographs taken with Lifetouch will receive a complimentary directory. Others
may purchase a directory for the price of $5.00 each. We expect to receive the directories in March. Thank you
for your patience!
~ Sue Colantonio

Page 11

Page 5

WOMEN’S MINISTRY

PRAYER REQUESTS

The vision of the Women’s Group is that we may encourage women to grow spiritually “until we all reach
unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of
the fullness of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:13)

Please keep the following in your thoughts and prayers:

The Two Primary Goals of our Women’s Ministry are:

Our Homebound Members

Bereaved members

1) To grow deeply in the Lord together as women of God.

Transportation Ministry (Many of our members and potential members desire rides to church)

2) To form friendships with women who are following the Lord—accountability partners.

Community Outreach

At our last meeting we spoke about some events and meetings that American Baptist Women’s Ministries
have going on. Their website is: www.abwministries.org.

Children, Youth and Young Adults

The next meetings of the Calvary Women's Ministry will be held on March 22nd and April 26th at 12 Noon
in the Tomlin Room. We are looking forward to fellowship and study of God’s Holy Word to help empower us
to be fully who we are in God.

Singles Ministry

Monique Abney-Dure,
Women's Ministry Leader

Married Couples Ministry

Overall Ministry of Calvary Baptist Church
Pastor and First Family
Calvary Leaders

________________________________

Conflict Resolution
More committed and qualified teachers for Bible Study/Sunday School/Bible Institute
100% Tithing Church

YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY NEWS
Christopher Kamara has recently been accepted into Law School!!! Alex Toro and Idara Akpan have
been awarded scholarships for College from a former member of Calvary. Clinton Mulbah has been accepted to
Bible College. Praise the Lord!
The “Keep the Fire Alive” American Baptist Churched of Rhode Island (ABCORI) will be having their
college night outing at The Providence Rink at Bank of America City Center, 2 Kennedy Plaza on Wednesday,
March 12th from 6 - 10:00 p.m. Also, their next Mission Café at Norwood Baptist Church in Spring 2014
featuring special music, workshops and hands-on mission opportunities. See Rev. Nikita McCalister for more
details on both events.

________________________________
YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
The Mayor’s Task Force on Youth Empowerment is having an interfaith youth outreach event on Sunday,
March 9, 2014 from 4 - 7 p.m. at the Providence Career and Technical School, 91 Fricker Street in Providence.
This event will be filled with games and lots of food. This is an initial “ice breaker” to get Calvary and other
youth from around RI to interact and seek peace. See the Pastor for details.
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Our Homebound Members love to hear from you! Why not give them a call
or send a card? Cards are available on the bookshelf in the church office.
June Allen
57 Taplow Street
Warwick, RI 02889
739-6208

William McCaughey
Veteran’s Home
480 Metacom Avenue
Bristol, RI 02809
253-8000 ext. 303

Eleanore Demers
294 Gorton Lke Blvd.
Warwick, RI 02886
737-5439
Louise Kirkman
West Bay Manor Apt. 1A
2783 West Shore Road
Warwick, RI 02889
921-1119
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Bertram Smith
Greenwich Farms
75 Minnesota Avenue
Warwick, RI 02888
737-7222
Marguerite Thomas
John Clark Retirement Center Apt. 104
600 Valley Road
Middletown, RI 02842
619-4710

Stewardship of Money and Possessions Tithing and Beyond in 2014
Dear Calvary – These three faces of stewardship help to remind us of God’s love, expectation and
faith in us as His people. Please pray that we will honor these three steps as faithful stewards of
Jesus Christ.

The three faces of stewardship:

FAMILY CELEBRATIONS
On January 20, 2014 The Warwick Beacon quoted an excerpt from our Pastor’s “Statement of Purpose”
speech during the Minister’s Alliance Martin Luther King Scholarship Breakfast. Congratulations Pastor on a job
well done.

________________________________
CALVARY SPELLING BEE TEAM MAKES FOURTH ROUND

Ordinary Stewardship is the regular practice of returning to God a portion of all that God has given
us. It involves teaching ourselves how to create a life built upon the notion that all that we have is
a gift from God. This includes teaching the holy habits of keeping Sabbath and tithing and the
concept that giving regularly of our time, talent, and money to God's work on this earth is as much
a spiritual practice as prayer and worship.
Extraordinary Stewardship involves the special occasions that arise in the life of Christian
communities that call us to give beyond our ordinary habit. They involve increased risk and
encourage us to experiment with sacrificial giving in order to help the community realize an
especially important goal. The best example of extraordinary stewardship is the capital campaign.
Legacy Stewardship is the way in which we address the matter of disposing of the accumulations of
our lifetime. Who will use your stuff, when you no longer need it? It is the opportunity to leave a
planned gift that constitutes both a legacy to generations yet unborn and a final witness to those
whom we hold most dear.
From The Alleluia Fund, A Guide for Dioceses and Congregations, published by the Office of Stewardship, Episcopal
Church Center, 2002 (see www.episcopalchurch.org/stewardship.htm)

On Saturday, February 1, 2014 at Calvary South Providence Neighborhood Ministries (SPNM) held its
7th Annual Spelling Bee. Our team consisted of three members (Our Pastor, Mrs. Linda Gaulin, Mrs. Martha
Robison). Congressman David Cicilline and Rev. Lyn Baker Dooley, Head Chaplain at the University of Rhode
Island served up some very challenging words to spell. All teams performed well. We are happy to report that
Calvary Baptist Church made it to the fourth round! Great job team! The best part was that SPNM raised over
$4,000 to help needy families across Rhode Island.

________________________________
We thank God for all of our volunteers but this month we want to
especially highlight the following person who goes above and beyond what
he is asked to do:
Mr. Rick Robison, Building and Property Ministry Chair, who humbly and quietly
makes sure our whole ministry runs smoothly by keeping all Buildings and Property areas
up-to-date and managed well. Thanks Rick for making sure everything in God’s house
is decent and in order (1 Corinthians 14:40)!

________________________________

In Christian Faith and Love,
Carol Hall-Walker
Chair of Stewardship

HOMEGOINGS
In 2013 we had four Homebound Members go home to be with the Lord:

A SPECIAL MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 11, 2014
The children told their mother she wasn’t to lift a finger on Mother’s Day.
They were going to do all the cooking. So, they got out three pots, two frying
pans, six measuring spoons, three mixing bowls, a chopping board, eight serving
dishes - - and Mom was delighted with the results. She said it was the best Jell-O
she ever tasted!
HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!!

Barbara Boutilier
Madelyn Bell
Joyce Maxwell
Robert Sullivan
Barbara
Boutilier

Joyce
Maxwell

Robert
Sullivan

While we are sad to see them go, we rejoice that they lived such rich lives in service to Jesus Christ.

“The Newsletter Newsletter” Publication

Page 13

Madelyn
Bell
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From the Pastor to You

Hello Calvary Family! Coming out of a very snow filled winter, we look forward to experiencing much
nicer weather in the upcoming Spring. Until it comes many people experience the “winter blahs” and feel less
empowered during that time. While I can understand how the winter weather can be a challenge, it makes the
Spring that much sweeter. Storms and poor weather have always been a part of nature and will not stop because
we have arrived.
Psalm 34 gives us several examples of how to properly process life’s unpredictability. We often dine on
bitterness because our lives have not turned out according to our plans. So, we seek out counterfeit cures, sad
substitutes, and pitiful pulchritude to make us feel whole. But Psalm 34:8-10 tells us, “O taste and see that the
Lord is good.” There is nothing lacking in God. When we seek to see our storms through the eyes of Jesus, we
will not see the symptoms on the surface of the storm but cut through the sleepless nights and lonely days to call
out the peace of our Spring time (Mark 4: 38-41). I pray that you have been rejuvenating during the winter to
now face your Spring with a new vitality in God.
Pastor Jabulani McCalister,
Senior Pastor

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE
God is using Calvary Baptist Church to transform this community and the world, one family at a time.
Therefore, it’s imperative that every Disciple of Jesus Christ at Calvary participate in these ministry opportunities. Some of the areas where you can make an impact and serve God are:
1) Technical Arts Ministry
a. Calvary Call needs, Writers, Reporters, Editors, Lay-out experts, photographers and compilers.
b. The Web-site and Facebook pages needs technologically savvy persons to assist with the daily
updates and new trends in web-design
c. TV Ministry
d. Audio/Visual needs (i.e. CD and DVD ministry)
2) Prayer Ministry
a. Prayer on-site
1. Wednesday Night before Bible Study (6:30-7:15 p.m.).
2. Thursday at 12 Noon
3. Create new prayer cells in-home and on-site, so Calvary is praying 24/7
3) Event Planners to assist with Family Movie Nights and other outings, fellowships and events
4) Music Ministry: Musicians, Praise Team, Gospel, Adult, Youth, Children's, Men's, and Hand-bell Choirs
to help lead worship.
5) Social Ministry (i.e. serving and donating food during fellowship after church and special events).
6) Ministry of Caring: Visiting Homebound Members and Serving Communion to Homebound Members.
7)Worship Ministry: Ushers, Greeters, Scripture Readers, etc.
8) Bible Study and Sunday School teachers.
9) Buildings and Ground Ministry helping to make sure God's house is in excellent working order.
_______________________________________________

FROM THE MODERATOR
Every Little Bit Counts.
We had a very successful luncheon in January, hosting visitors from Providence College.
Success in this case was a matter of so many of you stepping up to help out with set-up,
cooking, serving, clean-up, etc. Even simply having so many people attend helped, by showing
the strength of the congregation. That's right: Many of you contributed simply by showing up!
Most of my job as Moderator involves relying on others to get things done, often doing what they've done
since before I joined Calvary. Aside from what I'll call 'ceremonial duties', I pitch in where I can. For the luncheon, it was obviously important for people to contribute food. Some not so-obvious contributions included
setting up all the tables and chairs, cutting and placing table-cloths, making and placing centerpieces; setting up
all the serving racks, including buying, opening, and lighting cans of Sterno; filling the two dozen heating trays
with water, serving the food, etc., etc., etc.
The point is, so much of what we do in the church involves little jobs, small tasks that can be completed in a
matter of minutes. Suffice it to say, those minutes add up. So please make time to pitch in. Every little bit
counts.
~ David Dromsky, Moderator

Page 2

Page 14

The Calvary Call
The Newsletter of Calvary Baptist Church
A Church For All People
747 Broad Street
Providence, RI 02907
401-461-7507

Spring 2014 Issue

HOLY WEEK
This year Holy Week is April 14th-18th. We will be participating in the upcoming
Holy Week Service with the Minister’s Alliance Monday, April 14, 2014-Wednesday, April
16th 7 p.m. nightly with the Minister’s Alliance at Westside Tabernacle, 134 Bridgham Street,
Providence. We will host our annual Maundy Thursday Service with Communion Thursday,
April 17th at Calvary. On Good Friday, April 18th we will take part in the Seven Last Word
Service with the Minister’s Alliance at Westside Tabernacle. Please join us for Resurrection
Sunday, April 20th. There will be special music at both the Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m.
and our regular worship at 10:00 a.m. Bring the entire family all week to celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

________________________________
SUCCESSFUL VISIT
We celebrated our Providence College guests on Sunday, January 26, 2014 during an International
luncheon. Asian, African, Caribbean, and Hispanic dishes highlighted our rich diversity. Our guests stated how
much they enjoyed their visit. We pray they come again. Calvary members thank you for assisting us to make
our guests feel at home (Note: Pictures from this event can been seen on our Facebook pages).

________________________________
MUSIC WORKSHOP AND CONCERT
On Saturday, April 5th there will be a Music Workshop and Concert
followed by special music on Sunday, April 6th by the Gratitude Steel Band of
Michigan. More details to follow.

________________________________
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Congregational Meeting of Calvary Baptist Church will be held on Sunday, May 18, 2014
immediately following the worship experience. All members are encouraged to be in attendance. A Pot-Luck
Luncheon will follow the meeting in the Dining Hall. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the bulletin board
outside the church office.

March/April/May 2014
Material is Time Sensititive
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