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 Just For Kids  

It’s Springtime! 
 
The leaves are growing, 
and these baby birds 
are waiting for Momma. 
 
Color in the lines and 
bring this scene to life! 
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Thus says the Lord:  

“Do not remember the 
former things, or consid-
er the things of old.  I am 
about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it?  I 
will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in 
the desert … to give 
drink to my chosen peo-
ple … that they might 
declare my praise.” 

Isaiah 43:16-21 (NRSV) 

Technical Arts Ministry Welcomes New Leadership 

“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can 
help each other.” -1 Corinthians 12:7  
 
Members are the life-blood of any organi-
zation, and Calvary’s Technical Arts Minis-
try is no exception.  The gifts our members 
bring become the strength of the Ministry.  
Within the Calvary family, the TAM is all 
about communication infrastructure.  
Whether it’s this newsletter, audio and vid-
eo at services and events; our website and 
online presence, or our relations with local 
media outlets, that infrastructure provides 
Calvary the tools to spread God’s Word 
beyond the walls of our Church home. 
 It is my privilege to join the TAM as 
Chairman and Area Leader for the Calvary 
Call, joined by fellow Area Leaders Richard 
Akinnusotu, John Egan, Kona Stewart, and 
Rev. Michelle Sullivan.  My ‘gifts’ have been 

On Monday, March 4th, 
Calvary Baptist Church 
hosted the 187th annual 
meeting of the American 
Baptist Churches of Rhode 
Island (ABCORI), attended 
by over 250 people repre-
senting 45 Rhode Island 
churches. Pastor Emeritus 
Dr. Paul Schoonmaker said 
it was the best-attended ABCORI business 
meeting he’d ever seen. 
 Our own Pastor McCalister (pictured) led 
the opening devotion, challenging the gath-
ered representatives to “emanate the love of 
God as we greet the new leaders, [to] take in 
earnest the role of leadership … constant in 

honed by nearly 
twenty years of 
engineering and 
project manage-
ment experience, 
including a decade 
of service to the 
U.S. Naval Sea 
Systems Command 
(NAVSEA). 
  It’s important 
to remember that 
the technology on which we rely is merely 
a tool.  The TAM provides a platform: in-
frastructure.  The content, the message, 
depends on contributions from the entire 
Calvary family.  Within these pages, you’ll 
find contributions from the Servant Lead-
ers, from youth members, even from a 
Homebound member.  see TAM, p. 4 

prayer and intercession.”  He further spoke 
on unity as “the children of God and the 
body of Christ.” 
 Newly called Executive Minister Rev. 
Tom Wiles soon added some humor: “I 
didn’t think Baptists came to business 
meetings!” see Annual Meeting, p. 6 

David A. Dromsky 
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new sense of purpose.  The long dark 
days of winter are eclipsed by the glis-
tening sunshine as we "Spring Up" and 
move ahead.   But let's not take the 
good times for granted and forget that 
God is good all time.  We can show that 
we know that God is faithful by 
"praying without ceasing" and continual 
worship and praise just for who God is 
to us (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  Then, 
once we pray and shout, it's time to put 
action to our faith!   
 
Calvary family, let's get ready to see God 
do a new thing in us as we follow and 
trust Him (Isaiah 43:19)!  
      
             In Christ’s service, 
                      Pastor Jabulani McCalister  

 

From the Pastor to You 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS:  
Rev. Francisco Litardo (2), Linda Gaulin 
(2), Franck Payen (2), AnnMarie Kamara 
(3), Louise Kirkman (4), Avian Bloe (8), 
Beulah Bloe (11), Julio Garcia (12), Bassey 
Inyang(14), Oluremi Swen (17), Salchi 
Hansford (21), Christopher Kamara (22), 
Min. Linda Watkins(25), Maurice Gayetay 
(27). 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS: 
Sarah Johnson (01), Wendy Fox (03), Wil-
liam Flowers (04), Andrew White (10), John 
Johnson (12), Pastor Jabulani McCalister 
(13), Evelyn Beah (14), Greg MKenzie, Jr. 
(17), Kyle White (18), Joe Williams (18), 
Soeurette Payen (20), Gurley Williams (22), 
Victoria Redd (25), Pearl Symone Brisbane 
(26), Maurice Gayetay (27), Bill Gayetay 
(28), Sharon Burr (29), Mary I Vo (30), Marie 
Derogene (31). 

Congratulations to Alex Toro, who’s been 
invited by the American Baptist Churches 
(USA) to join their summer mission's trip to 
the Republic of Georgia.  If you would like to 
contribute to his expenses, please make 
checks out to Calvary Baptist Church with a 
note in the memo stating "Alex Toro's Mis-
sion Trip".  Thank you for your support. 
 
Congratulations to Pastor Linda Watkins 
for her call to Bethany Baptist Church and 
First Baptist Church of Pawtucket.   
(See article next page.) 
 
The Lift is coming! (… soon)  Construc-
tion has been more challenging than planned, 
but should be completed in May. 
 
Happy Birthday Calvary members with 
birthdays in April and May.   

 
 

 

Hello Calvary Family, 
 
I pray this newsletter finds you enjoying 
the warm weather of Spring!  Yes, 
Spring is here!  Although the long  
winter, Blizzard Nemo and additional 
winter storms made us wonder if better 
weather would ever come.   I think we 
could learn a little something from the 
weather.  In times of inclement weather 
we forget that everything has a purpose.  
For example, storms were present long 
before we arrived on Earth.  Rain helps 
things grow and frost helps protect 
flowers from the freezing temperatures. 
. . . yes, all things have a purpose.   
 
The beautiful thing is that we can learn 
from our personal storms too.  Just like 
winter causes us to slow down, Spring 
reminds us that life begins again.  Trees 
that lost their leaves rejuvenate with a 

Family Celebrations  

Apri l /May 2013  

Alex Toro  

 

What’s Up?   April / May 2013 
  Sunday        Monday    Tuesday    Wednesday   Thursday     Friday        Saturday
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1 APRIL 

 
 

 

2   
 

3     Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

4 

 
Prayer Meeting 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room  

5 6     Married  
     Couple’s 
Spring Brunch /
Movie Matinee 
11:00 AM-5:00 PM 

7 

 Worship Experience 

       10:00 AM 
     

8 
 

 

9   Minister’s 

   Alliance Mtg 
    10:00 AM 
TAM Meeting 

6:30 PM 

10   Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

11   

Prayer Meeting 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room  

12 
 

 

13   
Calvary  

 Women’s Tea 
5:00-7:00 PM 

14   
Women’s Service 
 Worship Experience 
        10:00 AM 
      

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17  Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

18 
Prayer Meeting 

12:00-1:00 PM 
Hirst Room  

19 20     

21    
 

Worship Experience 
10:00 AM 

Mini-Capital Cam-
paign for Lift Ends 

22 
Servant Leader 
Team Meeting 

6:30 PM 

    

23   

 

 

24  Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

25  

Prayer Meeting 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room  

26      27     

28      
 

Worship Experience 

10:00 AM 

29  
Deadline for 

Annual  
Reports from 
All Ministries 

30   1 MAY 
Prayer Mtg  

     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

2  National Day 
        of Prayer 
Prayer Meeting 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room  

3 4   

5   
Communion Sunday 
Worship Experience 

10:00 AM 

6 
  

7 
 

8            Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM  

9 

Prayer Meeting  
  12:00-1:00 PM 

      Hirst Room  

10 11 

12    
Worship Experience 

10:00 AM 

13  
Pastor  

Jabulani’s 
Birthday 

14  Minister’s 

   Alliance Mtg 
    10:00 AM 
TAM Meeting 

6:30 PM 

15   Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

16  

Prayer Meeting  
  12:00-1:00 PM  
      Hirst Room  

17  
Community 

Works Concert 
Held at Calvary 

 

18  

 

19  
Worship Experience 

        10:00  AM 
Congregational 

Meeting followed 
by Pot Luck 

20  
Servant Leader 
Team Meeting 

6:30 PM 

21 1     Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

23 

Prayer Meeting  
  12:00-1:00 PM 
      Hirst Room  

24 25 

  

26 
Worship Experience 
        10:00  AM 
         

27   Church 
 Closed  

Memorial Day 

28 1     Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

30  

Prayer Mtg 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room 

31 1 JUNE 
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Prayer Corner  

Please keep praying for Linda Gaulin, 
who recently had a severe injury. 
 
Please pray for Robert Sullivan, who is  
experiencing continued health challenges. 
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New Calling, continued from p.3  
applying her background in journalism to 

a writing ministry.  Rev. Linda started 

writing books that she hoped, “would 

lead people into a deeper relationship 

with God.”  The project took longer than 

expected.  Soon, the reality set in: “God 

was working on me.”  Through her years 

as a consultant, a non-profit executive, 

and a journalist (not necessarily in that 

order), Rev. Linda came to realize that 

she was preparing “to run God’s non-

profit, the church.”  Her mission: “Serve 

as a consultant to his precious people … 

helping [them] experience the fullness of 

life and joys of life, ultimately through 

personal relations with the Lord and life 

in His presence.”   

What will your legacy be?  DD 

Annual Meeting, continued from p. 1 
Rev. Nikita McCalister played a prominent 
role in the proceedings as ABCORI’s Oper-
ations Manager; starting with leading the 
opening hymn and standing in for several 
officers in absentia, before delivering the Re-
port of the Operations Manager.  Among 
the other highlights, Canonicus Director 
Melanie Towle presented ‘Celebration of 
the 65th Anniversary of Camp Canonicus’.  
The video, similar to Calvary’s 115th Anni-
versary Celebration, is available for viewing 
on the Canonicus website 
(www.canonicus.org).  The meeting con-
cluded with Introductions/Installation of 
newly elected members, followed by new 
Executive Minister, Rev. Tom Wiles leading 
the closing prayer.   DD 
 

The meeting agenda and copies of all reports are 
available at www.abcori.org.  

There is so much to thank God for!  Here is 
a snapshot of what God has done for us: 

New Ministries have been created,     
including Men’s and Women’s ministries.   
 

More Calvary members are getting     
involved and using their spiritual gifts to 
the glory of God!   
 
Every inch of Calvary is being used for 
ministry several nights of the week. 

More members are committing to giving 
Tithes, offering, and more. 
 
During your prayer time, please remember 
to praise the Lord for all He has done! 
 
Please keep praying for Linda Gaulin, 
who recently had a severe injury. 
 
Please pray for Robert Sullivan, who is  
experiencing continued health challenges. 

 A Whale of a Tale (Just 4 Laughs) 

There was a religious lady that had to do a lot of traveling for her business, so she did a lot 
of flying. Flying made her very, very nervous, so she always took her Bible along with her 
to read as it helped relax her on the long flights. 
 One time, she was sitting next to a man. When he saw her pull out her Bible, he 
gave a little chuckle and smirk and went back to what he was doing. After awhile, he 
turned to her and asked, “You don't really believe all that stuff in there do you?” The 
lady replied, “Of course I do. It is the Bible.” He said, “Well, what about that guy 
that was swallowed by that whale?”  
 She replied, “Oh, Jonah. Yes, I believe that, it is in the Bible.” He asked, 
“Well, how do you suppose he survived all that time inside the whale?” The lady 
said, “Well, I don't really know. I guess when I get to heaven, I will ask him.” 
“What if he isn't in heaven?” the man asked sarcastically. “Then you can ask him,” 
the lady replied.  
 

http://jokes.christiansunite.com/  ‘Eternal Destination’, submitted by Richard O. Akinnusotu 
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Growing in Christ  

 
 
You people…are leaders in so many ways-you have 
so much faith, so many good preachers, so much 
learning, so much enthusiasm, so much love for us.  
Now I want you to be leaders also in the spirit of 
cheerful giving.  I am not giving you an order; I am 
not saying you must do it, but others are eager for it.  
This is one way to prove that your love is real, that 
it goes beyond mere words.  2 Corinthians 8:7-8 
(Living Bible)  Give in love.  1 Corinthians. 
 
What lasts is God’s love. If you treasure this 
you can count yourself a success.   
 
 In His Holy name, 
 Carol Hall-Walker 

 

Sowing Seeds for Christ  
What is Real Success? 
 
Everyone wants success, and yet they often 
don’t know when they have it.  For most, it 
is the maddening choice toward a better way 
of life or more of something.  More fame, 
power, recognition, money or material stuff.   
 
For some, it is the understanding of a loving 
partner, the love of their child, or the people 
that they can count on when life throws 
them a curve.  I believe that success is not 
more material wealth, but peace, happiness, 
contentment, and love.  God’s love is the 
greatest love of all. 
 

“What will your legacy be?” Rev. Linda 
asked the assembled dignitaries and govern-
ment officials in the Statehouse rotunda, 
this past January 2nd.  On that occasion, 
Rev. Linda’s keynote address was about re-
ducing poverty, about reinventing the state 
of Rhode Island.  However, as I interviewed 
Rev. Linda a weekend ago, a broader theme 
emerged. 
 When Rev. Linda founded ‘I Dream a 

World’, a non-profit dedicated to teaching 

cultural awareness and creative skills 
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 Ministry Opportunities  

Looking to get involved this quarter? If so,  
consider some of these ministry opportunities: 

1) Married Couples Ministry Spring 
Brunch and Movie Matinee’ on  
Saturday, April 6, 2013,  
11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  There will be food, 
fun, fellowship, compelling and impactful 
workshops, and viewing of a powerful 
movie.  Brunch is $20.00 per couple.   
Note: This is the pre-Valentine’s Day event, 
cancelled due to Blizzard Nemo. 

2) Women’s Ministry Weekend 
Women’s Tea on Saturday, April 13, 5-7 
p.m.; and Women’s Day, Sunday, April 14, 
2013 

3) Prayer Meetings—Wednesdays, 6:30 

p.m. and Thursdays, 12 noon 
4) Bible Study—Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m. 

5) Technical Arts Ministry—New 

members needed (see p.1 and box, right)  

6) Homebound Visitors—Volunteers 

needed to call and/or visit 

7) Congregation Meeting on Sunday, 
May 19, 2013—Ministry Leaders will pre-

sent their Annual Reports.  Also, new Minis-
try Leaders nominated by the Servant Leader 
Team will be presented for confirmation 
through vote by the congregation. 

Carol Hall-Walker 

Technical Arts  
Ministry Leaders: 
 
 

   Richard Akinnusotu  
   David Dromsky 
   John Egan 
   Kona Stewart 
   Min. Michelle Sullivan 

Rev. Linda Watkins 

Rev. Linda Watkins’ New Calling 

through performing arts, she’d never 

dreamed of becoming a pastor.  Even 

while studying at the Howard University 

School of Divinity, she still had no plans 

to become a pastor.  Instead, she told me, 

“God put in me a deep hunger to under-

stand His Word.”  She felt her calling was 

to help serve and empower the poor and 

disadvantaged, to help those suffering 

from addiction and other such afflictions.

 At first, this meant See Calling, p. 6 

http://www.canonicus.org
http://www.abcori.org
http://jokes.christiansunite.com/
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Christ in Us  
Scripture Reading in Two Languages – by Julia Dromsky 
 
On February 16th, I read Scripture in two languages: English and 
Chinese.  You might find reading in English easy.  To a non-native 
speaker, however, born and living in another country for more than 
30 years, it was a challenge. 
 I have been in the United States for almost three years, and visit-
ed Calvary for the first time two years ago.  From the first time I 
thought about being a member of the church; to reading scripture in 
worship; I’ve found improvements not only in my English, but also in 
my faith.  “No matter what you ask for in prayer, you will get it.” In 
the first several months, I prayed to the Lord with a humble and reli-
gious heart, and I REALLY got what I asked for. I think it was not a 
miracle, but Lord’s mercy.  Little by little, I began to study the Bible.  

Apri l /May 2013  The Calvary Ca l l   

Rev. Nikita McCalister 

19 I am a sojourner on earth; 

hide not thy commandments 

from me! 20 My soul is con-

sumed with longing for thy 

ordinances at all times.  

21 Thou dost rebuke the 

insolent, accursed ones, who 

wander from thy command-

ments; 22 take away from 

me their scorn and con-

tempt, for I have kept thy 

testimonies. 23 Even though 

princes sit plotting against 

me, thy servant will meditate 

on thy statutes. 24 Thy testi-

monies are my delight, they 

are my counselors. 25 My 

soul cleaves to the dust;  

revive me according to thy 

word! 26 When I told of my 

ways, thou didst answer me; 

teach me thy statutes!  

27 Make me understand the 

way of thy precepts, and I 

will meditate on thy won-

drous works. 28 My soul 

melts away for sorrow; 

strengthen me according to 

thy word! 29 Put false ways 

far from me; and graciously 

teach me thy law!  

- Psalm 119:19-29 nrsv   

TAM, continued from p. 1   
Content is the wildcard.  For all 
of our media ‘channels’, we 
need your stories, your photos, 
poetry, and prayers.  If you pro-
vide it, we’ll find a way to pub-
lish it.  To make that happen, of 
course, we’ll also need volun-
teers and members.  So, if you 
can handle a computer, a cam-
era, or even a pen, there’s a 
place for you in the TAM. DD 

…proving that kids do pay attention ... 
 

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show and tell" 
assignment. Each student was instructed to bring in an 
object to share with the class that represented their  
religion.  
 The first student got up in front of the class and said, 
"My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is a  
Star of David."  
 The second student got up in front of the class and 
said, "My name is Mary. I'm a Catholic and this is a  
Rosary."  
 The third student got in up front of the class and 
said, "My name is Tommy. I am Baptist, and this is a  
casserole." 
 

 http://www.my-pastor.com/church-jokes.html 

 

On Sunday, May 19th, after 
worship … (Just 4 laughs) 

Hosanna! 
 in the Highest! 
 
Palm Sunday Scripture  
Reading for “Steadfast Love”: 

Julia Dromsky 

The more I know the Bible, the 
better my understanding, why 
people believe in the Lord. In the 
February 16th scripture reading, I 
used both English and Chinese: 
“… that they should seek God, in 
the hope that they might feel after 
him and find him. Yet he is not 
far from each one of us, for ‘In 
him we live and move and have 
our being’.” I do believe God is 
not far from us. JD 
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In Touch 

Madelyn Bell 
Scandinavian Home 
1811 Broad Street 
Cranston, RI  02905 
461-1433 
 
Barbara Boutilier  
Steere House Room 110  
100 Borden Street  
Providence, RI 02903  
274-2938  
 
Eleanore Demers  
294 Gorton Lake Blvd.   
Warwick, RI 02886  
737-5439 
 
Linda Gaulin 
149 Fry Pond Road 
West Greenwich, RI 
02817 
397-3719 
 
Louise Kirkman  
West Bay Manor, Apt 1A 
2783 West Shore Road 
Warwick, RI 02889 
921-1119 

Homebound Calvary members love receiving calls, cards and/
or visits.  Let’s share the joys of Spring and the love of Christ 
with our brothers and sisters listed below:  

I have been a member of Calvary since I was 2 
years old.  I got married at that church, and was 
very happy to have served  with my husband 
there.  I love Calvary 
and it will be my 
church forever.   
 I will be 100 
years old soon, and 
many people thought 
I would not live this 
long.  But my moth-
er lived until she was 
94 years old, and I 
beat her!!  I have 
lived a long time, and sometimes I feel very 
alone; but I know I am never alone.  That's one 
thing I learned from my mother, who was a 
woman of strong faith in God.  I admired that 
in her.  Her faith has helped keep me rooted in 
my own.   
 In those times when I feel that I don't have 
anyone, I remember my Minister who checks 
on me and Church family who visits me regular-
ly and still serves me Communion—every first 
Sunday!  That means sooo much to me.   
 I also remember one of my favorite hymns, 
"In The Garden" and Scriptures like Psalm 46:1, 
"God is our refuge and strength a very present 
help in trouble!"   
 I may be in pain.  I may be older now, but 
God is always with me!!  
 
God bless Calvary Baptist Church! 
 

Transcript submitted by Pastor Jabulani 
McCalister, after his visit and conversation with 
Madelyn on Wednesday, March 13th. 

   

    Spotlight   

Madelyn Bell 

For it is by Grace you have been saved, through faith — and 
this is not from yourselves; it is the gift of God.  
- ephesians 2:8 niv   

GRACE RADIO A Joyfull‘toon by Mike Waters 
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Joyce Maxwell 
151 Franklin Avenue 
Cranston, RI 02920 
946-7302 
 
William McCaughey 
4 Spofford Avenue 
Warwick, RI 02888 
781-0186 
 
Bertram Smith  
Greenwich Farms 
75 Minnesota Avenue 
Warwick, RI 02888 
737-7222 
 
Robert Sullivan 
37 Trask Street 
Providence, RI 02905 
545-7662 
 
Marguerite Thomas 
John Clark Retirement Center 
Apt. 104 
600 Valley Road 
Middletown, RI 02842 
619-4710 
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Dear Calvary Family:  
 Thank you so much for all your  
prayers, cards and phone calls. It has 
helped me get through a difficult time.  
I'm feeling pretty well.  
 Thanks for everything!    
 Linda Gaulin  
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Christ in Us  
Scripture Reading in Two Languages – by Julia Dromsky 
 
On February 16th, I read Scripture in two languages: English and 
Chinese.  You might find reading in English easy.  To a non-native 
speaker, however, born and living in another country for more than 
30 years, it was a challenge. 
 I have been in the United States for almost three years, and visit-
ed Calvary for the first time two years ago.  From the first time I 
thought about being a member of the church; to reading scripture in 
worship; I’ve found improvements not only in my English, but also in 
my faith.  “No matter what you ask for in prayer, you will get it.” In 
the first several months, I prayed to the Lord with a humble and reli-
gious heart, and I REALLY got what I asked for. I think it was not a 
miracle, but Lord’s mercy.  Little by little, I began to study the Bible.  
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Rev. Nikita McCalister 

19 I am a sojourner on earth; 

hide not thy commandments 

from me! 20 My soul is con-

sumed with longing for thy 

ordinances at all times.  

21 Thou dost rebuke the 

insolent, accursed ones, who 

wander from thy command-

ments; 22 take away from 

me their scorn and con-

tempt, for I have kept thy 

testimonies. 23 Even though 

princes sit plotting against 

me, thy servant will meditate 

on thy statutes. 24 Thy testi-

monies are my delight, they 

are my counselors. 25 My 

soul cleaves to the dust;  

revive me according to thy 

word! 26 When I told of my 

ways, thou didst answer me; 

teach me thy statutes!  

27 Make me understand the 

way of thy precepts, and I 

will meditate on thy won-

drous works. 28 My soul 

melts away for sorrow; 

strengthen me according to 

thy word! 29 Put false ways 

far from me; and graciously 

teach me thy law!  

- Psalm 119:19-29 nrsv   

TAM, continued from p. 1   
Content is the wildcard.  For all 
of our media ‘channels’, we 
need your stories, your photos, 
poetry, and prayers.  If you pro-
vide it, we’ll find a way to pub-
lish it.  To make that happen, of 
course, we’ll also need volun-
teers and members.  So, if you 
can handle a computer, a cam-
era, or even a pen, there’s a 
place for you in the TAM. DD 

…proving that kids do pay attention ... 
 

A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show and tell" 
assignment. Each student was instructed to bring in an 
object to share with the class that represented their  
religion.  
 The first student got up in front of the class and said, 
"My name is Benjamin and I am Jewish and this is a  
Star of David."  
 The second student got up in front of the class and 
said, "My name is Mary. I'm a Catholic and this is a  
Rosary."  
 The third student got in up front of the class and 
said, "My name is Tommy. I am Baptist, and this is a  
casserole." 
 

 http://www.my-pastor.com/church-jokes.html 

 

On Sunday, May 19th, after 
worship … (Just 4 laughs) 

Hosanna! 
 in the Highest! 
 
Palm Sunday Scripture  
Reading for “Steadfast Love”: 

Julia Dromsky 

The more I know the Bible, the 
better my understanding, why 
people believe in the Lord. In the 
February 16th scripture reading, I 
used both English and Chinese: 
“… that they should seek God, in 
the hope that they might feel after 
him and find him. Yet he is not 
far from each one of us, for ‘In 
him we live and move and have 
our being’.” I do believe God is 
not far from us. JD 
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In Touch 

Madelyn Bell 

 
Barbara Boutilier  
 

 
 

 
Eleanore Demers  
   

 

 
Linda Gaulin 

 
Louise Kirkman  
 

 

Homebound Calvary members love receiving calls, cards and/
or visits.  Let’s share the joys of Spring and the love of Christ 
with our brothers and sisters listed below:  

I have been a member of Calvary since I was 2 
years old.  I got married at that church, and was 
very happy to have served  with my husband 
there.  I love Calvary 
and it will be my 
church forever.   
 I will be 100 
years old soon, and 
many people thought 
I would not live this 
long.  But my moth-
er lived until she was 
94 years old, and I 
beat her!!  I have 
lived a long time, and sometimes I feel very 
alone; but I know I am never alone.  That's one 
thing I learned from my mother, who was a 
woman of strong faith in God.  I admired that 
in her.  Her faith has helped keep me rooted in 
my own.   
 In those times when I feel that I don't have 
anyone, I remember my Minister who checks 
on me and Church family who visits me regular-
ly and still serves me Communion—every first 
Sunday!  That means sooo much to me.   
 I also remember one of my favorite hymns, 
"In The Garden" and Scriptures like Psalm 46:1, 
"God is our refuge and strength a very present 
help in trouble!"   
 I may be in pain.  I may be older now, but 
God is always with me!!  
 
God bless Calvary Baptist Church! 
 

Transcript submitted by Pastor Jabulani 
McCalister, after his visit and conversation with 
Madelyn on Wednesday, March 13th. 

   

    Spotlight   

Madelyn Bell 

For it is by Grace you have been saved, through faith — and 
this is not from yourselves; it is the gift of God.  
- ephesians 2:8 niv   

GRACE RADIO A Joyfull‘toon by Mike Waters 
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Joyce Maxwell 

 
 
 
William McCaughey 

 

 
Bertram Smith  
 
 
 

 
Robert Sullivan 

 

 
Marguerite Thomas 
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Dear Calvary Family:  
 Thank you so much for all your  
prayers, cards and phone calls. It has 
helped me get through a difficult time.  
I'm feeling pretty well.  
 Thanks for everything!    
 Linda Gaulin  
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Prayer Corner  

Please keep praying for Linda Gaulin, 
who recently had a severe injury. 
 
Please pray for Robert Sullivan, who is  
experiencing continued health challenges. 
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New Calling, continued from p.3  
applying her background in journalism to 

a writing ministry.  Rev. Linda started 

writing books that she hoped, “would 

lead people into a deeper relationship 

with God.”  The project took longer than 

expected.  Soon, the reality set in: “God 

was working on me.”  Through her years 

as a consultant, a non-profit executive, 

and a journalist (not necessarily in that 

order), Rev. Linda came to realize that 

she was preparing “to run God’s non-

profit, the church.”  Her mission: “Serve 

as a consultant to his precious people … 

helping [them] experience the fullness of 

life and joys of life, ultimately through 

personal relations with the Lord and life 

in His presence.”   

What will your legacy be?  DD 

Annual Meeting, continued from p. 1 
Rev. Nikita McCalister played a prominent 
role in the proceedings as ABCORI’s Oper-
ations Manager; starting with leading the 
opening hymn and standing in for several 
officers in absentia, before delivering the Re-
port of the Operations Manager.  Among 
the other highlights, Canonicus Director 
Melanie Towle presented ‘Celebration of 
the 65th Anniversary of Camp Canonicus’.  
The video, similar to Calvary’s 115th Anni-
versary Celebration, is available for viewing 
on the Canonicus website 
(www.canonicus.org).  The meeting con-
cluded with Introductions/Installation of 
newly elected members, followed by new 
Executive Minister, Rev. Tom Wiles leading 
the closing prayer.   DD 
 

The meeting agenda and copies of all reports are 
available at www.abcori.org.  

There is so much to thank God for!  Here is 
a snapshot of what God has done for us: 

New Ministries have been created,     
including Men’s and Women’s ministries.   
 

More Calvary members are getting     
involved and using their spiritual gifts to 
the glory of God!   
 
Every inch of Calvary is being used for 
ministry several nights of the week. 

More members are committing to giving 
Tithes, offering, and more. 
 
During your prayer time, please remember 
to praise the Lord for all He has done! 
 
Please keep praying for Linda Gaulin, 
who recently had a severe injury. 
 
Please pray for Robert Sullivan, who is  
experiencing continued health challenges. 

 A Whale of a Tale (Just 4 Laughs) 

There was a religious lady that had to do a lot of traveling for her business, so she did a lot 
of flying. Flying made her very, very nervous, so she always took her Bible along with her 
to read as it helped relax her on the long flights. 
 One time, she was sitting next to a man. When he saw her pull out her Bible, he 
gave a little chuckle and smirk and went back to what he was doing. After awhile, he 
turned to her and asked, “You don't really believe all that stuff in there do you?” The 
lady replied, “Of course I do. It is the Bible.” He said, “Well, what about that guy 
that was swallowed by that whale?”  
 She replied, “Oh, Jonah. Yes, I believe that, it is in the Bible.” He asked, 
“Well, how do you suppose he survived all that time inside the whale?” The lady 
said, “Well, I don't really know. I guess when I get to heaven, I will ask him.” 
“What if he isn't in heaven?” the man asked sarcastically. “Then you can ask him,” 
the lady replied.  
 

http://jokes.christiansunite.com/  ‘Eternal Destination’, submitted by Richard O. Akinnusotu 
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Growing in Christ  

 
 
You people…are leaders in so many ways-you have 
so much faith, so many good preachers, so much 
learning, so much enthusiasm, so much love for us.  
Now I want you to be leaders also in the spirit of 
cheerful giving.  I am not giving you an order; I am 
not saying you must do it, but others are eager for it.  
This is one way to prove that your love is real, that 
it goes beyond mere words.  2 Corinthians 8:7-8 
(Living Bible)  Give in love.  1 Corinthians. 
 
What lasts is God’s love. If you treasure this 
you can count yourself a success.   
 
 In His Holy name, 
 Carol Hall-Walker 

 

Sowing Seeds for Christ  
What is Real Success? 
 
Everyone wants success, and yet they often 
don’t know when they have it.  For most, it 
is the maddening choice toward a better way 
of life or more of something.  More fame, 
power, recognition, money or material stuff.   
 
For some, it is the understanding of a loving 
partner, the love of their child, or the people 
that they can count on when life throws 
them a curve.  I believe that success is not 
more material wealth, but peace, happiness, 
contentment, and love.  God’s love is the 
greatest love of all. 
 

“What will your legacy be?” Rev. Linda 
asked the assembled dignitaries and govern-
ment officials in the Statehouse rotunda, 
this past January 2nd.  On that occasion, 
Rev. Linda’s keynote address was about re-
ducing poverty, about reinventing the state 
of Rhode Island.  However, as I interviewed 
Rev. Linda a weekend ago, a broader theme 
emerged. 
 When Rev. Linda founded ‘I Dream a 

World’, a non-profit dedicated to teaching 

cultural awareness and creative skills 
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 Ministry Opportunities  

Looking to get involved this quarter? If so,  
consider some of these ministry opportunities: 

1) Married Couples Ministry Spring 
Brunch and Movie Matinee’ on  
Saturday, April 6, 2013,  
11:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  There will be food, 
fun, fellowship, compelling and impactful 
workshops, and viewing of a powerful 
movie.  Brunch is $20.00 per couple.   
Note: This is the pre-Valentine’s Day event, 
cancelled due to Blizzard Nemo. 

2) Women’s Ministry Weekend 
Women’s Tea on Saturday, April 13, 5-7 
p.m.; and Women’s Day, Sunday, April 14, 
2013 

3) Prayer Meetings—Wednesdays, 6:30 

p.m. and Thursdays, 12 noon 
4) Bible Study—Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m. 

5) Technical Arts Ministry—New 

members needed (see p.1 and box, right)  

6) Homebound Visitors—Volunteers 

needed to call and/or visit 

7) Congregation Meeting on Sunday, 
May 19, 2013—Ministry Leaders will pre-

sent their Annual Reports.  Also, new Minis-
try Leaders nominated by the Servant Leader 
Team will be presented for confirmation 
through vote by the congregation. 

Carol Hall-Walker 

Technical Arts  
Ministry Leaders: 
 
 

   Richard Akinnusotu  
   David Dromsky 
   John Egan 
   Kona Stewart 
   Min. Michelle Sullivan 

Rev. Linda Watkins 

Rev. Linda Watkins’ New Calling 

through performing arts, she’d never 

dreamed of becoming a pastor.  Even 

while studying at the Howard University 

School of Divinity, she still had no plans 

to become a pastor.  Instead, she told me, 

“God put in me a deep hunger to under-

stand His Word.”  She felt her calling was 

to help serve and empower the poor and 

disadvantaged, to help those suffering 

from addiction and other such afflictions.

 At first, this meant See Calling, p. 6 

http://www.canonicus.org
http://www.abcori.org
http://jokes.christiansunite.com/
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new sense of purpose.  The long dark 
days of winter are eclipsed by the glis-
tening sunshine as we "Spring Up" and 
move ahead.   But let's not take the 
good times for granted and forget that 
God is good all time.  We can show that 
we know that God is faithful by 
"praying without ceasing" and continual 
worship and praise just for who God is 
to us (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  Then, 
once we pray and shout, it's time to put 
action to our faith!   
 
Calvary family, let's get ready to see God 
do a new thing in us as we follow and 
trust Him (Isaiah 43:19)!  
      
             In Christ’s service, 
                      Pastor Jabulani McCalister  

 

From the Pastor to You 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS:  
Rev. Francisco Litardo (2), Linda Gaulin 
(2), Franck Payen (2), AnnMarie Kamara 
(3), Louise Kirkman (4), Avian Bloe (8), 
Beulah Bloe (11), Julio Garcia (12), Bassey 
Inyang(14), Oluremi Swen (17), Salchi 
Hansford (21), Christopher Kamara (22), 
Min. Linda Watkins(25), Maurice Gayetay 
(27). 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS: 
Sarah Johnson (01), Wendy Fox (03), Wil-
liam Flowers (04), Andrew White (10), John 
Johnson (12), Pastor Jabulani McCalister 
(13), Evelyn Beah (14), Greg MKenzie, Jr. 
(17), Kyle White (18), Joe Williams (18), 
Soeurette Payen (20), Gurley Williams (22), 
Victoria Redd (25), Pearl Symone Brisbane 
(26), Maurice Gayetay (27), Bill Gayetay 
(28), Sharon Burr (29), Mary I Vo (30), Marie 
Derogene (31). 

Congratulations to Alex Toro, who’s been 
invited by the American Baptist Churches 
(USA) to join their summer mission's trip to 
the Republic of Georgia.  If you would like to 
contribute to his expenses, please make 
checks out to Calvary Baptist Church with a 
note in the memo stating "Alex Toro's Mis-
sion Trip".  Thank you for your support. 
 
Congratulations to Pastor Linda Watkins 
for her call to Bethany Baptist Church and 
First Baptist Church of Pawtucket.   
(See article next page.) 
 
The Lift is coming! (… soon)  Construc-
tion has been more challenging than planned, 
but should be completed in May. 
 
Happy Birthday Calvary members with 
birthdays in April and May.   

 
 

 

Hello Calvary Family, 
 
I pray this newsletter finds you enjoying 
the warm weather of Spring!  Yes, 
Spring is here!  Although the long  
winter, Blizzard Nemo and additional 
winter storms made us wonder if better 
weather would ever come.   I think we 
could learn a little something from the 
weather.  In times of inclement weather 
we forget that everything has a purpose.  
For example, storms were present long 
before we arrived on Earth.  Rain helps 
things grow and frost helps protect 
flowers from the freezing temperatures. 
. . . yes, all things have a purpose.   
 
The beautiful thing is that we can learn 
from our personal storms too.  Just like 
winter causes us to slow down, Spring 
reminds us that life begins again.  Trees 
that lost their leaves rejuvenate with a 

Family Celebrations  

Apri l /May 2013  

Alex Toro  

 

What’s Up?   April / May 2013 
  Sunday        Monday    Tuesday    Wednesday   Thursday     Friday        Saturday
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1 APRIL 

 
 

 

2   
 

3     Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

4 

 
Prayer Meeting 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room  

5 6     Married  
     Couple’s 
Spring Brunch /
Movie Matinee 
11:00 AM-5:00 PM 

7 

 Worship Experience 

       10:00 AM 
     

8 
 

 

9   Minister’s 

   Alliance Mtg 
    10:00 AM 
TAM Meeting 

6:30 PM 

10   Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

11   

Prayer Meeting 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room  

12 
 

 

13   
Calvary  

 Women’s Tea 
5:00-7:00 PM 

14   
Women’s Service 
 Worship Experience 
        10:00 AM 
      

15 
 

 

16 
 

 

17  Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

18 
Prayer Meeting 

12:00-1:00 PM 
Hirst Room  

19 20     

21    
 

Worship Experience 
10:00 AM 

Mini-Capital Cam-
paign for Lift Ends 

22 
Servant Leader 
Team Meeting 

6:30 PM 

    

23   

 

 

24  Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

25  

Prayer Meeting 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room  

26      27     

28      
 

Worship Experience 

10:00 AM 

29  
Deadline for 

Annual  
Reports from 
All Ministries 

30   1 MAY 
Prayer Mtg  

     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

2  National Day 
        of Prayer 
Prayer Meeting 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room  

3 4   

5   
Communion Sunday 
Worship Experience 

10:00 AM 

6 
  

7 
 

8            Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM  

9 

Prayer Meeting  
  12:00-1:00 PM 

      Hirst Room  

10 11 

12    
Worship Experience 

10:00 AM 

13  
Pastor  

Jabulani’s 
Birthday 

14  Minister’s 

   Alliance Mtg 
    10:00 AM 
TAM Meeting 

6:30 PM 

15   Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

16  

Prayer Meeting  
  12:00-1:00 PM  
      Hirst Room  

17  
Community 

Works Concert 
Held at Calvary 

 

18  

 

19  
Worship Experience 

        10:00  AM 
Congregational 

Meeting followed 
by Pot Luck 

20  
Servant Leader 
Team Meeting 

6:30 PM 

21 1     Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

23 

Prayer Meeting  
  12:00-1:00 PM 
      Hirst Room  

24 25 

  

26 
Worship Experience 
        10:00  AM 
         

27   Church 
 Closed  

Memorial Day 

28 1     Prayer Mtg  
     6:30-7:15 PM 
 

             Bible Study  
     7:15-8:30 PM 

30  

Prayer Mtg 
12:00-1:00 PM 

Hirst Room 

31 1 JUNE 
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 Just For Kids  

It’s Springtime! 
 
The leaves are growing, 
and these baby birds 
are waiting for Momma. 
 
Color in the lines and 
bring this scene to life! 
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‘Like’ Calvary on Facebook! 

Thus says the Lord:  

“Do not remember the 
former things, or consid-
er the things of old.  I am 
about to do a new thing; 
now it springs forth, do 
you not perceive it?  I 
will make a way in the 
wilderness and rivers in 
the desert … to give 
drink to my chosen peo-
ple … that they might 
declare my praise.” 

Isaiah 43:16-21 (NRSV) 

Technical Arts Ministry Welcomes New Leadership 

“A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can 
help each other.” -1 Corinthians 12:7  
 
Members are the life-blood of any organi-
zation, and Calvary’s Technical Arts Minis-
try is no exception.  The gifts our members 
bring become the strength of the Ministry.  
Within the Calvary family, the TAM is all 
about communication infrastructure.  
Whether it’s this newsletter, audio and vid-
eo at services and events; our website and 
online presence, or our relations with local 
media outlets, that infrastructure provides 
Calvary the tools to spread God’s Word 
beyond the walls of our Church home. 
 It is my privilege to join the TAM as 
Chairman and Area Leader for the Calvary 
Call, joined by fellow Area Leaders Richard 
Akinnusotu, John Egan, Kona Stewart, and 
Rev. Michelle Sullivan.  My ‘gifts’ have been 

On Monday, March 4th, 
Calvary Baptist Church 
hosted the 187th annual 
meeting of the American 
Baptist Churches of Rhode 
Island (ABCORI), attended 
by over 250 people repre-
senting 45 Rhode Island 
churches. Pastor Emeritus 
Dr. Paul Schoonmaker said 
it was the best-attended ABCORI business 
meeting he’d ever seen. 
 Our own Pastor McCalister (pictured) led 
the opening devotion, challenging the gath-
ered representatives to “emanate the love of 
God as we greet the new leaders, [to] take in 
earnest the role of leadership … constant in 

honed by nearly 
twenty years of 
engineering and 
project manage-
ment experience, 
including a decade 
of service to the 
U.S. Naval Sea 
Systems Command 
(NAVSEA). 
  It’s important 
to remember that 
the technology on which we rely is merely 
a tool.  The TAM provides a platform: in-
frastructure.  The content, the message, 
depends on contributions from the entire 
Calvary family.  Within these pages, you’ll 
find contributions from the Servant Lead-
ers, from youth members, even from a 
Homebound member.  see TAM, p. 4 

prayer and intercession.”  He further spoke 
on unity as “the children of God and the 
body of Christ.” 
 Newly called Executive Minister Rev. 
Tom Wiles soon added some humor: “I 
didn’t think Baptists came to business 
meetings!” see Annual Meeting, p. 6 

David A. Dromsky 




